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about the matter,, probably owing to the arrival of
Winthrop and the feeling of uncertainty aroused by
the conflicting boundary claims, which involved
a stretch of some twenty-five miles of territory
between Narragansett Bay and the Pawcatuck
River. A third claimant also appeared, the Ather-
ton Company, with its headquarters in Boston,
which had purchased lands of the Indians at
various points in the area and held them under
the jurisdiction of Massachusetts. When Clarke
heard that Winthrop, in drawing the bounda-
ries for the Connecticut charter of 1662, had in-
cluded this Narragansett territory, he protested
vehemently to the King, saying that Connecti-
cut had "injuriously swallowed up the one-half
of our colonie," and demanding a reconsidera-
tion. Finally, after the question had been de-
bated in the presence of Clarendon and others,
the decision was reached to give Rhode Island the
boundaries and charter she desired, but to leave
the question of conflicting claims for later settle-
ment. Evidently Winthrop, though not agreeing
with Clarke in matters of fact regarding the bound-
aries, supported Rhode Island's appeal for a
charter, for Clarendon said afterwards that the
draft which Clarke presented had in it expressions